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Black Forest   
Owls and Woodpeckers 

The coniferous, mixed and broadleaved forests 
of the „Nordlische Schwarzwald“ are the haunts 
of some rare species. In this upland area occur 
seven species of owl and six woodpeckers as 
well as other specialities like Capercaillie, Citril 
Finch, Nutcracker, Crested Tit and Dipper. The 
large forest areas scattered with swamps and 

stands of creeping Mountain Pines are protected in the most part and 
are of course of outstanding scenic beauty. This short trip of four days 
will enable us to try and locate each of these specials with the aid of local 
knowledge. It is the best time of year to detect these rather secretive 
species! A number of other species inhabit the Rhine valley including 
some species more associated with the Mediterranean. It is possible to 
take a weeks extension to the normal trip to seek them out.

Prices pp:
£580 per person (twin sharing)
single supplement £37 per day 
Dates:
26.03. - 28.03.2010
07.05. - 09.05.2010
Birding guides: 
Paul Gaffan + Nikolaus Koch
Includes:
• transfers
• accommodation in 
  mountain guesthouse/hotel
• full board 
  (picnic lunches where appropriate)
• birding guides 
Extension:
***Hotel in a Black Forest valley at 
£45 per person per day based on 
twin sharing including buffet breakfast. 
Single supplement £19 per day. 
Minimum/Maximum group:
8 persons

„Wildsee“, Black Forest

Black Woodpecker 

ORNITRAVEL

Grey-faced Woodpecker

Day 1:  Arrival
Flight to Baden Karlsruhe Airport 
and transfer to Ruhestein/Kalten-
bronn deep in the Black Forest. 
Evening birding if time and weather 
permits.

Day 2: 
Morning: Birding for Pygmy and 
Tengmalm’s Owl, Nutcracker, Black, 
Grey-headed and Three-toed Wood-
peckers. Also possible are Crested 
Tit, Citril Finch and Ring Ouzel.
    
Day 3: 
As yesterday but concentrating 

on species not seen already and 
with the addition of Dipper and 
Peregrine. In the lower altitude oak/
mixed forest stands we have further 
chances for Black, Middle-spotted, 
Lesser-spotted and Grey-headed 
Woodpecker as well as Eagle Owl. 
 
Day 4:  
A reprise of our list will decide on our 
birding options for today. If we have 
seen all the specials then maybe we 
can visit one of the swampy, willow 
forests of the Rhine valley where 
we can add Bluethroat, Red-backed 
Shrike, Willow Tit and Wryneck. 
Evening transfer to Baden Karlsruhe 
Airport.

©
 P

. G
af

fa
n

©
 P

. G
af

fa
n

©
 B

ro
w

n


